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6th November 2026

Dear Parents and Carers

Thank you to all our parents and carers who continue to support their children in attending school regularly. It is very encouraging to see that almost all of our Year 11 students are now attending full-time or have increased their timetables this term.

Academic and Achievement

There is a strong link between regular lesson attendance and achievement, both in school and in the future. With Year 11 students preparing to sit their mock examinations later this term, it is particularly important that they attend school as consistently as possible. We would also like to encourage our Year 10 students to make the most of their learning opportunities by attending as much as they can. If you have any questions or concerns about your child's timetable, please contact their tutor to discuss this further.

We understand that some days can be more challenging than others, particularly when students are feeling anxious or need additional support. Please be reassured that we have a dedicated team of staff in school who are available to support students whenever they need us.

Important Dates for Autumn Term
· Friday 13th November – Children in Need (Pyjama Day). 
· Friday 27th November – INSET Day. School will be closed to students and transport will be cancelled for the day.

· Monday 30th November– Parents' Evening

· Wednesday 2nd December– Year 11 mock examinations begin.

· Tuesday 15th December – Year 11 mock examinations end.

· Wednesday 16th December – Cinema trip and Christmas dinner.

· Friday 20th December – Carol Service in the morning. School closes at 12.50pm.

Spring Term
· Monday 4th January – School reopens for the Spring Term.

Further information about individual events will be shared separately. We hope that as many students as possible will be able to participate in the activities and trips planned.
School Timings

We would like to remind parents and carers of our school day timings, particularly those who bring students to school or collect them at the end of the day.

· Morning session: 9.00am – 12.50pm

· Afternoon session: 1.30pm – 3.10pm

We would appreciate your support in ensuring that students arrive on time and have sufficient time to enter school and get settled before their first lesson. Punctuality helps students make the most of their learning and ensures a positive start to the day.

Children in Need 

We will also be collecting donations for Children in Need on our Pyjama Day, and we appreciate any contributions you are able to make.

Thank You for Your Support

As always, thank you for your continued support, understanding and partnership. Working together makes a real difference to our students' experiences, progress and wellbeing.

Please continue to keep in touch with your child's tutor if you have any concerns or feel there is anything we can do to provide additional support.

We look forward to a positive, productive and enjoyable end to the autumn term, with plenty of opportunities for our students to learn, achieve and celebrate their successes.
Yours sincerely
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Diane Davies 

Head of School (Willow Bank School)
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