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24th March 2026
Dear Parent/Carer

King Richard III Visitor Centre and DNA Workshop Trip – Wednesday 8th July 2026
Your child is invited to attend a trip to the King Richard III Visitor Centre on Wednesday 8th July 2026.

The trip will take place over the full school day. Students will participate in a DNA workshop, which also includes an exhibition tour. The main purpose of this trip is to link curriculum learning to potential careers.

Learning Outcomes

· Students will undertake a simple laboratory practical session and understand the importance of each step in extracting DNA from living cells. 

· Students will learn how DNA was extracted from the remains of Richard III of England and compared with samples from female-line descendants of his sister. 

· Students will learn that DNA is made up of four base pairs, that genetic information is encoded within it and passed from one generation to the next, and that all living things contain DNA. 

· Students will explore the scientific and archaeological methods used to research, excavate and verify the remains of the last Plantagenet King of England. 

· Students will understand the events leading to Richard becoming King in 1483, the circumstances of the Battle of Bosworth, and the discovery of his remains in a Leicester car park in 2012. 

National Curriculum Links

Science: Genetics & Evolution – inheritance, chromosomes, DNA and genes
History: Local history study; use of evidence to make historical claims; development of church, state and society in Medieval Britain; the Wars of the Roses.

Transport

Students should arrive at school by their usual mode of transport. Travel to the Visitor Centre will be by coach. We will depart at 10:20am and return to school in time for end-of-day transport arrangements.

If your child does not usually attend school for the full day on Wednesdays, please indicate on the reply slip that you are able to support their transport to and from school.

Consent and Additional Information

We already have your general school trip consent form on file, which covers this event. A packed lunch will be provided by the school, or your child can bring a packed lunch from home if they prefer. There is no cost for the trip. 
Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions.

Yours faithfully


Gemma Martin

HLT/Careers

(………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
King Richard III Visitor Centre and DNA Workshop Trip Wednesday 8th July 2006

Child’s full name _______________________________________________________
Please tick as appropriate

	My child usually attends on a Wednesday so I will arrange transport home at the end of the day

	

	My child does not normally attend on a Wednesday but would like to join the trip. I will arrange transport to and from Willow Bank

	

	My child is eligible for free school meals and would like a packed lunch provided
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